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mmeswirid Wisconsin Inventors and Entrepreneurs Clubs

1 Barron-Polk-Washburn I&E Club 23 Manitowoc-Sheboygan Counties I&E Club

2 Brookfield I&E Club 24  Marinette County I&E Club

3 Brown County I&E Club 25  Marshfield I&E Club

4 Calumet County I&E Club 26  Monroe County I&E Club

5 Chippewa Valley Entrepreneur Network <§2§;§gﬁ‘g§;,°cy;}:;, 27 Northwest Wisconsin's I&E Group (ashiand, Bayfeid)
6 Clark County I&E Club 28 Northwoods I&E Club (Forest, Iron, Lincoln, Oneida, Vilas)
7 Crawford-Vernon County I&E Club 29  Ozaukee County I&E Club

8 Door County I&E Club 30 Racine County I&E Ciub

9 Dream Catchers Club 31 Rock Valley I&E Club

10  Edison Club 32-33 Sauk and Columbia E&I Club

11 Entreprenership Association 34 Sawyer County I&E Club

12 Entrepreneur and Inventor’'s Connection 35  Southwest Wisconsin I&E Group (Grant, lowa, Lafayette)
13  Forest County I&E Club 36  St. Croix Valley Entrepreneur Network (pepin, Pierce, st. Croix)
14  Green County E&I Club 37  Trempealeau-Jackson-Buffalo Counties I&E Ciub
15  Heart of Wisconsin 38 Tri-County I&E Club (Green Lake, Marquette, Waushara)
16  I&E Forum of Greater Milwaukee 39  Twin Ports I&F Club

17  I&E Club, Inc. of Juneau County 40 Upper Menominee River E&J Club

18  Inventor's Network of Wisconsin ) 41 Vernon-Crawford County I&E Club

19  Kenosha County I&E Club 42  Vilas County I&E Club

20 Lakeshore Networking Association 43 Walworth County I&E Club

21 Langlade County I&E Club 44  Washington County I&E Club

22 Llincoln County I&E Club
ﬂ * Color coded clubs serve multipie counties
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For more information on these clubs visit: http:/ /www.wenportal.org/ieclub _grants/
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WISCONSIN | THE SMART
ENTREPRENEURS’ NETWORK CONNECTION

WEN’s mission is to help spawn new ventures
and grow existing businesses by creating
seamless access to entrepreneurial resources
and expertise from across Wisconsin.

IN ITS FIRST YEAR OF OPERATION, WEN HAS:

« Reached over 20,000 existing and aspiring entrepreneurs with one-to-one
business counseling and training

« Brought over 86 complemer tary partners together, and the network is growing

through four regional directors with high
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= Direct Deposit

= Automatic Bill
Payment

= Overdraft
Protection

“The network
provided valuable
outside points of
view that helped me
refine my thinking
about both the
StrandVision product

and our markets .’

— Mike Strand,
StrandVision Digital Signage

STRAND

NAE T WA WO *

STRANDVISION
DIGITAL SIGNAGE

Marketers dream of a captive audience — and Mike Strand invented

a new way to deliver. StrandVision Digital Signage, started in 2003,
manufactures digital signage systems that deliver marketing messages and
information directly over the Web to displays in a waiting room, office, or
lobby. The product reaches a previously unaddressed market seqment —
people waiting for appointments or events, “It's a very captive audience
and they're looking to pass the time,” Strand said. His company won the
2005 Governor's Business Plan contest in the Information Technology
category for its system, which helps businesses promote their products

or sell advertising space to their suppliers.

Strand, a serial entrepreneur, already had a long-standing relationship
with the UW-Eau Claire Small Business Development Center (SBDC). The
SBDC connected him with several WEN professionals when he sought
advice on expanding his business. He met Ayla Annac, Southwest regional
director for WEN, at a Wisconsin Technology Council workshop and she
helped him to refocus his business and protect his intellectual property.
“I hadn't thought at all about patenting the technology but after talking
with WEN, 1 started the patent process and expect to have full patent

protection for my intellectual property.”

Strand also worked with the SBDC for financial assistance,

connections to angel investors, and a referral to the
research team at the Wisconsin Innovation Service Center
(WISC) at UW-Whitewater. WISC helped him define
his key market segments and better understand
the market opportunities and limitations.
Strand ultimately landed $250,000 from
the Chippewa Valley Angel Investors.

“WEN was very helpful. The network
provided valuable outside points of
view that helped me refine my thinking
about both the StrandVision product

and our markets,” Strand said.
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FIRESITE

If prizes are any indication, Nick 0'Brien,
Mitchell Nick, and Chandler Nault have

a great idea and a bright future. The three

partners in FireSite LLC won $10,000 in the

Schoof Prize for Creativity contest, $7,000

in the G. Steven Burrill Technology Business Plan
competition, and $1,000 in the Governor's Business
Plan Competition. They developed a navigation system
that helps firefighters navigate through burning,
smoke-filled structures — and hope to find a large

market among the 32,000 U.S. fire departments.

FireSite obtained additional funding through a
Wisconsin Department of Commerce tarly Planning
Grant. It also received a $25,000 loan through
Commerce’s Technology Venture Fund, which the
partners will use to develop a prototype. Ayla Annac,
Southwest regional director for WEN, assisted the
FireSite team in their interactions with Commerce and

helped them find additional loans and grants.

“WEN has kept our minds open and not on a one-way
track,” said 0'Brien. “It’s important to know where
you're going, but it's also important to keep your
eyes open and realize there’s always opportunity to

go another direction.”

As young entrepreneurs, the FireSite team has
sometimes felt challenged by their age, said 0'Brien.
“The people at WEN are more receptive to that —
some of the more progressive people out there

really support younger talent.”

“Ayla has kept our minds open

and not on a one-way track. It's
important to know where you're
going, but it’s also important to
keep your eyes open and realize
there’s always opportunity to go

another direction.”

— Nick O'Brien, FireSite
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Frustrated by the dwindling number of local
manufacturing jobs, Gary John of Hartford decided to
develop a business that would create more Wisconsin
jobs and improve the area’s economy. John came up
with an easy-to-install window-sealing product that

reduces heating costs by more than 50 percent.

Seeking to get his product to market, John attended
the Ideas to Profits conference put on by the Wisconsin
Innovation Service Center (WISC). After attending the
“invaluable” conference, John hired WISC to conduct a
market research report, which he calls the best thing

he’s done in starting a business.

At a Juneau County Inventors and Entrepreneurs

Club meeting, Pam Christenson from the Wisconsin
Department of Commerce told John about Dave Linz,
Southeast regional director for WEN, who helped John
develop business creation and commercialization
strategies. Linz also connected John to Dave Franke
of Venture Accelerators. Linz and Franke helped John
secure an Early Planning Grant from Commerce to help
with a business plan, which was co-funded by the

Milwaukee Economic Development Corporation,

Three manufacturing facilities have been tentatively
selected for the production of SealPanes and
manufacturing will begin soon.

“The Wisconsin Entrepreneurs’ Network is such a great
support system,” John says. “It has really given me the
tools necessary to make my product idea a reality.”

“The Wisconsin Entrepreneurs’
Network is such a great support
system. It has really given me
the tools necessary to make
my product idea a reality.”

— Gary John, SealPanes

i
|
!
|
i
:
|
i
i
i

| i |

-

“
St




RESOURCE

NAVIGATOR LINKS
ENTREPRENEURS TO
RELEVANT SERVICE
PROVIDERS

“WEN makes it easier for a

start-up business like mine
to discover and access the
various grants and other
resources that are available.”

— Bruce Bathurst, AquaSensors

AQUASENSORS

When the company that employed Bruce Bathurst
moved to another state, he and co-worker Greg
Retzlaff decided to start their own business.
AquaSensors, which manufactures a modular
sensor system that measures and communicates
the chemical properties of various liquids, took
shape in 2002. It now has a Brookfield office and a

Menomonee Falls manufacturing facility.

Bathurst started his business using his own savvy,
but when he sought to expand his business, he
benefited from the newly established WEN. “I started
my company before WEN existed and had to spend
time myself seeking out the help I needed,” he said.
“WEN makes it easier for a start-up business like
mine to discover and access the various grants and

other resources that are available.”

Bathurst received assistance from three different WEN

partners, each with a unique perspective.

The Waukesha County Technical Coltege
connected Bathurst to financing
resources. He obtained a low-

interest loan through the Wisconsin
Department of Commerce’s

Technology Venture Fund.

Bathurst also received business
planning assistance from Don
Hill of Heartland Information
Research. Dave Linz, Southeast

regional director for WEN, used

his manufacturing business
background to help Bathurst
perfect his presentation to
investors and suggested potential

manufacturing sites.

AquaSensors won the Advanced
Manufacturing category in the
2005 Governor's Business Plan
Contest and finished second
overall. It recently closed a
$360,000 financial deal with the

Silicon Pastures angel network.




More effective and coordinated care for dialysis
patients is the goal of Visonex of Green Bay. This
web-based data gathering service recently received
a $100,000 loan from the Department of Commerce
Technology Venture Fund program. The company will
use the funding to enhance its product and position

in the marketplace.

John Opichka, Visonex president, praised Kurt
Waldhuetter, Northeast regional director for WEN, for

his continued assistance in gathering a team.

The Wisconsin Innovation Service Center (WISC)
was the first in a line of WEN partners to assist
Visonex. WISC conducted a survey of the clinics
treating chronic kidney disease to assess current
issues and needs surrounding IT systems handling

dialysis patients.

Pat Dillon, Northwest regional director for WEN,
helped Opichka apply for a fast track Small Business
Innovation Research (SBIR) grant.

“Kurt is very knowledgeable about technology,
which has been very helpful.” Opichka said.

INVENTORS AND
ENTREPRENEURS
NETWORK THROUGH
GRASS ROOTS
GATHERINGS

“Kurt is very knowledgeable
about technology, which has
been very helpful.”

— John Opichka, Visonex




AVOLAP
Ag Srnovation Cemter Netwark

Ashland Area Oevelopruent Corporation

Asset Bullder of Amenica

Barrod County Wi Econcoric Development

Slackawk Technical Cottege e
Business Answertine Habion
Catumet County Economic Drvelopment Division

Conter fos Advanced Tachniotogy & lanovation (CATY) i
Centas for Commmity Economic Deveiopement Madiar.

Chingaws Vaitey Techaical Collage

Colunbia ounty Econonric Development Corporation
Common Wiealth Deveiogmment, Inc.

Coules Community Action Program

WWW.WENPORTAL.ORG
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Oshosh Area Ecooomic Devtopr.ent Cerporation Bonienh
Portage County Business Councit vm Povt
Racine County Economic Develnowent Cemporation urtevant
Saok Countty Davelopeent Corpacation Baraboo
Science end Teckmology Accelanator Corporation ver
SCORE e
Shaeans County Econdentc Progress nc. Stawane
Seutirwet Communtity Action Program Bodge
Seuthwnst WI Tech Colege enmmom
TechStar Early Vantures .
ouaty Regional Economic Developenemt Corporation Heshkorn
Urban Hope Entrepremews Center en Buy
W Sarron County Rcr Lawe
UW-£au Clrtre Smali Busioess Dewelopment Comter Fa Clarre
UW-Grean Bay Senall Bosiness Devatopmant Cowter ren Bay
UW-Latrotsr Smait Business Oevetopment Center L Csse
w-Madison Cotlage of Engineering Madinon
UW-Matison Smatl usiness Dewsiopment Cootsr Madnon
UW-Mllwaukas Senall Butiness Develapment Cater Mrwaier
UW-Oshkoth Smat Buriness Devsiapment Contar Oshiny
UW-Parkside Raciere Snait Business Divetopmant Cantar Keosha
igmgggzg Plottevilie
Uw-Rivey ‘alls Smatl Susiness Development Conter Rever Falls
LW-Stevans Polnt Small Business Deveiopment Cewter Steven, Pomt
UW-Stout Texctaotogy Trsester Instftite Henomon
UW-Superior Small Busiawss Dewlepment Conter Supenar
isgigfni Whitewates
Vewture Comtar at Fox Yakley Tachmicat College Apper
WARF/WHSys Madison
Waidksha County Techmital Cotlege —
Waupacs County Econemic Davelopmest Caparrtion New London
Wausau Burisess Incubator Wavins
Waiitzy Region Chamber of Cormmerce Wautay
Waster Dsiryland Cowmnunity Actiem Agency Indeganden
Westarn Wisconsin Techwicsl Collage L4 Cros
Wisconsin Angel Hetwork Padrion
Wirconsin Susinets Davelapment Finance: orporatien Manond
Wittonsin Departmant of Comemerce Mutrson
gﬂiﬂ—:ﬁ‘igg Sheit Lake
Witconsin Inmovatien Sevvice Center Wi,
Wiiconsis Depactment of Wetwran's Affat Madhon
Wisconstn Tachaology Council Macnson
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Partners as of September 2006
MORE PARTNERS COMING SOON!

608-263-0398

" GET CONNECTE \.v

WISCONSIN ENTREPRENEURS’ NETWORK

H THE SMART CONNECTION

423 Extension Building, 432 Lake Street
Madison, WI 53706-1496




